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Englisha treasury of illustrations depicting Javanese society in the late 18th century in Java, Indonesia
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	Author	

Unknown - Presented by Lt.-Col. Raban, former Resident of Cirebon, Indonesia (c.f. Dutch East-Indies) 20 January 1815. Now held in the British Library.
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	Description	

English:  The Serat Damar Wulan (MSS.Jav.89) is one of the loveliest Indonesian manuscripts in the British Library, with a treasury of illustrations depicting Javanese society in the late 18th century. The pictures are rich in humor and the artist had a marvelous eye for facial expressions and bodily postures (for example, a woman sleeping with her arm across her eyes, a sandal just balanced on a foot: File:Serat Damar Wulan (page 235 crop).jpg). Everyday things are depicted in fascinating detail, from birdcages to garden pots and textiles, with wonderful scenes of music and dance of enormous interest to performers today. A contemporary English note that accompanied the donation of the manuscript in 1815 states: “This Book is said to be 2 hundred years old,” but according to Dr. Russell Jones, the watermarks of the much-thumbed and soiled pages of Dutch paper, “J HONIG” and “J H & Z,” have so far only been found in Indonesian manuscripts dated around 1800 to 1855, and so a late 18th-century dating is perhaps most likely for this manuscript. Early scholars of Javanese texts were notoriously oblivious to the artistic aspects of manuscripts, but the Serat Damar Wulan proved irresistible. The manuscript begins with the accession of the daughter of Brawijaya (Kusuma Kancana Wungu) to the throne of Majapahit. It is dated Jumahat-Manis, 9 Rabingulawal, no year given.
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	Language	
Javanese - Javanese script
	Publication date	
between circa 1775 and circa 1799publication_date QS:P577,+1750-00-00T00:00:00Z/7,P1319,+1775-00-00T00:00:00Z/9,P1326,+1799-00-00T00:00:00Z/9,P1480,Q5727902

	Source	
Image taken from Serat Damar Wulan. ('The Romance of Damar Wulan').

Originally published/produced in 1770-1795. Accession number MSS JAV 89 f.170v
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This work is in the public domain in its country of origin and other countries and areas where the copyright term is the author's life plus 70 years or fewer.
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