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Summary[edit]



	English:  Benjamin "Pap" Singleton

	Photographer	

English:  Kansas Historical Society


	Title	

English:  Benjamin "Pap" Singleton


	Description	

English:  man posing for portrait photograph

Benjamin "Pap" Singleton was born a slave in 1809, but after 37 years of bondage he escaped to freedom. He made Detroit his home and operated a secret boardinghouse for other escaped slaves. Following emancipation, Singleton returned to his native Tennessee. Because Kansas was famous for John Brown's efforts and its struggle against slavery, Singleton considered the state a new Canaan. Singleton traveled through the South organizing parties to colonize in Kansas. In 1877, nearly 300 Blacks followed him to Cherokee County and founded Singleton's Colony, while others settled in Wyandotte, Topeka's Tennessee Town, and in Dunlap Colony in Morris County. Singleton advocated the organized colonization of African Americans in communities like Nicodemus, first settled in 1877. Between 1879 and 1881, however, the organized movement gave way to an "Exodus" in which tens of thousands of oppressed and impoverished Southern Blacks fled to Kansas and other Northern states.

	Keywords: nicodemus




	Depicted place	
English:  Nicodemus National Historic Site, Graham County, Kansas;                 Homestead National Historical Park, Gage County, Nebraska

	Date	
between 1870 and 1889date QS:P571,+1850-00-00T00:00:00Z/7,P1319,+1870-00-00T00:00:00Z/9,P1326,+1889-00-00T00:00:00Z/9

	Accession number	

23ebacab-b1c0-47da-9cc4-20d90585f502

	Source	
English:  NPGallery

	Permission
(Reusing this file)	
	Public domainPublic domainfalsefalse



	
	This work is in the public domain in the United States because it was published (or registered with the U.S. Copyright Office) before January 1, 1929.




	ContactsInfoField
	English:  Organization: Homestead National Historical Park
Address: 8523 W State Hwy 4, Beatrice, NE 68310

	NPS Unit CodeInfoField
	NICO, HOME
	KSHS IdentifierInfoField
	DaRT ID: 209198
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